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In an interesting pamplilet published in 1882, Mr. Capron 
called particular attention to the subject of the “ Rainband,” 
and the importance of observing it as indicative of the presence 
or otherwise of an excess of moisture in the atmosphere. 
Among his other scientific papers may be mentioned one on the 
remarkable auroral beam of November 17, 1882, published in 
the Philosophical Magazine , and the following communications 
published in the Monthly Notices : “Report of Examination of 
Sun’s Disk at Guildford, March 21, 22, 23, 1877, for Suspected 
Planet Vulcan ”; “The Partial Eclipse of the Sun, December 31, 
1880 ” ; “ The Lunar Eclipse, 1881, December 5 ” ; “ The Andro¬ 
meda Meteors.” 

Mr. Capron was a man of the most beneficent and philan¬ 
thropic character, and took much interest in all the social 
institutions of his neighbourhood. He subscribed to a large 
number of charities, and was ever ready, though in the most 
unostentatious manner, to afford aid and succour to those in 
poverty and distress. 

He had been in failing health for some time past, but his 
illness took a more serious turn in October, and he passed away 
on November 12, 1888, at the age of 59 years. 

Mr. Rand Capron was elected a Fellow of this Society 1877, 
March 9, and for five years, from 1883 to 1887, he was a member 
of the Council. 

William Cotterell was one of those few men — whose 
number, however, may be greater than it seems—who combine 
the unremitting pursuit of science with the regular occupations 
of business. The love of physical science, and especially of 
astronomy, was inbred in him. He inherited it from his grand¬ 
father, who, though purely an amateur, made his own telescopes, 
and acquired instruction by means that would seem meagre in 
view of the facilities that are now within the reach of every¬ 
one. Mr. Cotterell’s tastes were thus pronounced from his boy¬ 
hood. As a youth he was accustomed to take observations of 
the heavens, which he recorded for himself, making his own star- 
maps, and diligently working out problems and calculations by 
methods of his own. Born at Walsall, in Staffordshire, on 
April 13, 1827, he spent his whole life there, except for a few 
years’ residence in London as a young man. His life was sin¬ 
gularly free from incident, except those unobserved incidents 
which the student is conscious of, and which he remembers as 
signs of progress or attainment. Though a good citizen, he took 
no part in public life, otherwise than as being an active member 
of the Midland Institute at Birmingham, and of the Dudley and 1 
Midland Geological and Scientific Society. In connection with 
those institutions, and more widely—indeed throughout the Mid¬ 
land counties—he was recognised as an authority on the two 
special subjects to which he had given most attention—namely, 
astronomy and geology, though his knowledge of the science of 
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chemistry was also considerable. Loving science wholly for its 
own sake, he never sought to give publicity to his labours, but 
they were nevertheless constant. A day seldom passed without 
some time being given to one or other of the studies that chiefly 
occupied his thoughts. He left two works in manuscript, which 
he could not be persuaded to publish. One was a series of 
dialogues on astronomy; the other he proposed to call “ Ele¬ 
ments of Physics.” Mr. Cotterell died October 23, 1888. He 
had suffered for some years, at intervals, from bronchitis, and it 
was an attack of that malady that caused his death. He had at 
the time made all the necessary arrangements for retiring from 
business, and had hoped for some years of leisure, which he 
purposed to devote to his favourite studies, but this pleasant 
anticipation he was not permitted to realise. 

He was elected a Eellow of this Society 1867, December 13. 


Pefcival Alfred Fothergill, late Chaplain and Naval 
Instructor in the Royal Navy, and Domestic Chaplain to the 
Earl of Limerick, was the second son of the late Captain Henry 
Eothergill, 67th Regiment, and was born on July 26, 1830. He 
was educated at Trinity College, Dublin, where he graduated 
B.A. In June 1854 he entered the Royal Navy as Naval 
Instructor and was appointed to H.M.S. Termagant (Captain 
the Hon. Keith Stew^art), which formed one of the Baltic squadron 
under the command of Sir Charles Napier. 

Mr. Eothergill was present at the taking of Bomarsund in 
1854, being one of the first Englishmen who entered that fort, 
and he received the Baltic Medal. He subsequently followed 
Captain Keith Stewart to H.M.S. Nankin, and served in China, 
where he received a medal with two clasps for services at 
Fatshan and Canton. In 1858 he received a further medal for 
services in India. For some time he was employed on surveying 
duty on the coast of Tartary. 

In 1859 Mr. Fothergill took Holy Orders, and was subse¬ 
quently appointed Rector of South Heighton with Tarring 
Neville, in Sussex. In 1866 he became Vicar of Watford, 
Northamptonshire, and in 1871 was appointed Rector of South 
Fambridge, Essex, which living he held to the day of his death, 
on August 24, 1888. 

In 1863 he married the daughter of the late Captain 
Laugharne, of the Royal Hospital, Greenwich, Senior Captain 
of the Royal Navy, by whom he leaves issue two sons and three 
daughters. 

Mr. Fothergill was the inventor of “ Fothergill’s Self- 
Feathering Screw,” which was exhibited at the Exhibition of 
1870. He was the author of “ Evidence against the Working 
of the Law in Cases of Sequestration and Dilapidations,” and 
one or two other works. 

He was elected a Fellow of this Society 1859, December 9. 
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